
 

 

 

 
 

GALVESTON COUNTY, TEXAS 
 

COMMISSIONERS COURT 722 Moody, County Courthouse, Galveston, TX 77550 (409) 766-2244  
   

              Mark Henry              Ryan Dennard             Kevin O’Brien                     Stephen Holmes                         Ken Clark 
                    County Judge    Commissioner, Precinct 1    Commissioner, Precinct 2     Commissioner, Precinct 3     Commissioner, Precinct 4 

 

 
AGENDA 

July 9, 2013 – 1:30 PM 
 

CONSENT AGENDA: ALL ITEMS MARKED WITH A SINGLE ASTERISK (*) ARE PART OF THE CONSENT AGENDA AND 
REQUIRE NO DELIBERATION BY THE COMMISSIONERS COURT. ANY COMMISSIONERS COURT MEMBER MAY REMOVE AN 
ITEM FROM THIS AGENDA TO BE CONSIDERED SEPARATELY.   

 
In accordance with the provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons in need of a special 
accommodation to participate in this proceeding shall, within three (3) days prior to any proceeding contact the 
County Judge’s office at 722 Moody, Galveston, Texas 77550 (409) 766-2244. 
 

REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING 
 
Call to Order 
 
Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Consent Agenda 
 

*1. Submitted by Auditor's Office: 
 

a. Approval of Accounts Payable Checks dated 7/2/13 and 7/9/13. 
 

b. Order for Payroll period ending 7/3/13 Bi-Weekly #14. 
 

c. Order for Supplemental Payroll period ending 7/3/13 Bi-Weekly #14. 
 

d. Condensed Condition of Funds Statement period ending 4/30/13. 
 

e. Internal Audit Report of the cash count of the Tax Offices in Texas City, Santa 
Fe, and Galveston branch locations. 

 
f. Consideration for approval of the IDEA license maintenance agreement renewal 

from Audimation Services, Inc. 
 

*2. Receive and file Summary of Bi-Weekly Personnel Movements pay period #13, June 6 
– 19, 2013 submitted by Human Resources.  

 
*3. Receive and file Notice pursuant to H.B. 3059, Section 366.005 of Texas-New Mexico 



 

 

Power Company providing utility service to Galveston County. 
 

*4. Receive and file Resolution honoring Harvey Bazaman for his many years of dedicated 
service to the County of Galveston submitted by County Legal. 

 
*5. Consideration of a Resolution Recognizing July as Parks and Recreation Month 

submitted by County Legal on behalf of Parks and Senior Services. 
 

*6. Receive and file Oath of Office for Appointed County Auditor submitted by the County 
Clerk. 

 
*7. Receive, file, and record pursuant to Local Government Code Section 84.003(b) Judges’ 

action and Judges’ order appointing Paul Randall Rice as County Auditor for a term of 
two years commencing July 1, 2013 as submitted by Galveston County District Court 
Judges. 

 
*8. Receive and file application to dispose of oil and gas waste submitted by the Railroad 

Commission of Texas Oil & Gas Division. 
 

*9. Consideration of Approval for renewal services with Technique Data Systems in the 
amount of $800 for 2-Canon CR-180 submitted by the Tax Assessor Collector. 

 
*10. Consideration of adoption of the updated Texas City Hurricane Levee operation and 

maintenance manuals submitted by the County Engineer. 
 

*11. Authority for the County Judge to sign a contract for election services with Galveston 
ISD authorizing the County to conduct their August 27, 2013 election submitted by the 
County Clerk. 

 
*12. Consideration of approval of a contract of annual Cost Allocation Rate Studies 

submitted by the Director of Professional Services. 
 

*13. Consideration of authorizing the grant application to the Bureau of Justice Assistance 
for the Bulletproof Vest Partnership Program as submitted by the Grants Manager. 

 
*14. Receive and file acceptance of check from the City of Texas City for excess proceeds 

from Resale of Tax Foreclosed Property Tax Accounts:4240-0000-0123-003 & 4240-
0000-0123-004 in the amount of $11,560.26 submitted by the County Judge. 

 
*15. Consideration of granting authority to County Judge to sign Trustee’s Deeds on the 

following tax foreclosed properties: 
 

a. CAD#: 2855-0000-0015-000 
 

b. CAD#: 7725-0024-0002-000 
 



 

 

c. CAD#: 1900-0006-0002-0001 
 

*16. Request for Waiver or refund of penalty and interest due to a Clerical Error submitted 
by the Tax Assessor Collector: 

 
a. Hill Corp Energy Company F010-0 01-9140-WI           2012    $907.75(W)

  
Hill Corp Energy Company T030-0001-9140-WI           2012    $23.54(W)
  
Hill Corp Energy Company T070-0001-9140-WI            2012   $20.91(W) 
 
Hill Corp Energy Company   T0808-0001-9140-WI            2012   $13240.70(W)   
   
Hill Corp Energy Company T030-0001-9140-WI90000   2012    $43.60(W) 
 
Hill Corp Energy Company T030-0001-9140-WI10000   2012    $.21 (W)
                
Hill Corp Energy Company   T030-0001-9140-WI              2012    $2234.79 
 
Hill Corp Energy Company   T031-0001-9140-WI90000    2012    $4139.58(W)  
            
Hill Corp Energy Company   T031-0001-9140-WI10000    2012    $20.06(W)   
                        
Nortex Modular Space 8600-0410-5238-001             2012    $934.67(W) 
 
John & Shannon Morgan        4464-0002-0012-000             2012    $74.84(W)   
              
John & Shannon Morgan     4464-0002-0030-000            2012     $499.99(W)    
    
Melissa Walter Trust           6233-0000-0033-000             2012     $2352.29(W)  
             
Brent & Becky Novelli           4481-0001-0060-000             2012   $318.95(W)
  
Patricia Mount                        3876-0002-0013-000              2012     $455.98(W)           
  
Harry & Karen Levy III 5395-0001-0006-000         2012     $308.14(W)
   
Dennis Ashworth              5525-0000-0015-000           2012     $2.58(W)            
  
Joseph Schrodi                        2819-0006-0007-000              2012     $152.80(W) 
                            
Storage Center LTD               7052-0006-0013-000               2012     $4.49(W)      
         
Storage Center LTD                7052-0006-0014-000              2012      $5.69(W)              
  
Storage Center LTD                7052-0006-0015-000              2012       $11.05(W)         



 

 

David Good                          4332-0000-0011-001             2012    $1.39(W)   
    
Daniel Schutmaat              5103-0001-0017-000             2012    $302.81(W)       
  
Daniel Schutmaat                    7247-1001-0011-000             2012     $170.99(W)        
  
Daniel  Schutmaat                   3297-0013-0207-000             2012      $38.28(W)     
  
Daniel Schutmaat                    5911-0006-0006-000             2012      $51.13(W)   
                       
Ajay Dhingra               5077-0003-0025-000             2012       $142.38(W)           
  
Ajay Dhingra                    5077-0001-0030-000              2012      $141.49(W)  
  
Cleto Hernandez                     2310-0000-0218-000           2012      $104.08(W)   
  
Gregory & Linda Hollier        6285-0000-0105-000              2012      $283.52(W) 
               
Robert & Diana Gulledge       0018-0072-0000-000               2012   $295.70(W)
  
Victor Gonzales              5960-0475-2005-001              2012   $14.43(W)           
   
Carleen Buchanan               5857-0009-0008-000               2012   $518.84(W)
  

 
*17. Consideration of requests for Tax Refunds in Excess of $2,500.00 requested by the Tax 

Assessor/Collector: 
 

a. 3204-0000-1404-000      $ 3,843.67         Supplemental Adjustment      
0060-0023-0000-000      $ 10,537.43       Duplicate Payment 
2445-0006-0024-000      $ 3,105.25         Duplicate Payment 
3505-0429-0010-000      $ 8,195.78         Over Payment 
3505-0564-0004-000      $ 10,030.39       Duplicate Payment 
7142-0000-0047-000      $ 10,166.28       Over Payment 
H642-0000-2000-3001   $ 2,679.87         Over Payment 
5874-0000-0003-000      $ 2,627.64         Supplemental Adjustment      

 
Action Agenda 
 
18. Community Services 
 

a. Consideration of authorizing Environmental Systems Research Institute Inc to 
update mapping systems for Mosquito Control spray submitted by Community 
Services. 

 
19. County Architect 



 

 

 
a. Consider Change Order 01 to PO C307103 - Landscape Art, Inc. that increases 

the Contract Sum from $143,782.98 to $146,206.98 to adjust for One hundred 
one foot of unexpected boring for pipe and control sleeves required to equalize 
water pressures.      

 
20. County Engineer 
 

a. Consideration of approval of Sandpiper Beach, Section 4, Phase 1 subdivision 
on Bolivar Peninsula. 

 
b. Consideration of amendment no. 1 to the engineering agreement with 

Dannenbaum Engineering Corporation for the Calder Road project. 
 

c. Consideration of application from Manley Builders, LLC, Bryan Dudman and 
wife Karen Dudman to convey portions of Lots 1 and 2, Block 2 of Stingaree 
Cove in Crystal Beach by metes and bounds without revising the plat. 

 
21. County Legal 
 

a. Consideration of execution of an Interlocal Governmental Agreement with 
WCID No. 1 giving them the right to install a permanent diesel operated standby 
pump on a 14' x 14' tract of land located within Paul Hopkins Park to provide a 
reliable back-up power supply to an existing lift station owned by WCID No.1 
also located within the same park. 

 
b. Consideration of renewal of existing lease with AARP Chapter 1591 Joe 

Faggard Building on Bolivar Peninsula. 
 

c. Break into Executive Session. 
 

d. Executive Session: Texas Government Code Section 551.071, Consultation with 
Attorney: rendering legal advice on a matter in which the duty of the attorney to 
the County under the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct conflicts 
with the Open Meetings Act relating to the financial activities in the Galveston 
County Local Emergency Planning Committee. 

 
e. Executive Session: Texas Government Code Section 551.071, Consultation with 

Attorney: rendering legal advice about pending or contemplated litigation or on 
a matter in which the duty of the attorney to the County under the Texas 
Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct conflicts with the Open Meetings 
Act relating to continuing the functions of the Galveston County Medical 
Examiner’s Office. 

 
f. Executive Session: Texas Government Code Section 551.071, Consultation with 

Attorney: rendering legal advice about pending or contemplated litigation or on 



 

 

a matter in which the duty of the attorney to the County under the Texas 
Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct conflicts with the Open Meetings 
Act relating to implementation of the Severe Repetitive Loss (SRL) Elevation 
Program. 

 
g. Reconvene Into Regularly Scheduled Meeting. 

 
h. Consideration of authorizing the Galveston County Local Emergency Planning 

Committee (GCLEPC) to pay outstanding invoices attributable to the 2013 
Houston/Galveston Hurricane Workshop and to pay any remaining balance 
within the checking account established by the GCLEPC to the County of 
Galveston, thereby closing the checking account. 

 
22. Emergency Management 
 

a. Consideration of Order Prohibiting Burning in All Unincorporated Areas of 
Galveston County, Texas (Outdoor Burn Ban) and authorization for County 
Judge to execute same. 

 
23. Professional Services 
 

a.  Update on Round 1 and Round 2.2 presented by CDBG Project Coordinator. 
 

b. Consideration of approval of FEMA projects and engineers, as needed, and 
update presented by the Grants Manager. 

 
c. Consideration and discussion regarding the Severe Repetitive Loss Program. 

 
d. Consideration to approve selected engineers and sub-disciplines for CDBD 

Round 2.2 Cowart Creek Tributary Two Project, presented by CDBG 
Coordinator. 

 
e. Consideration to approve selected engineers and sub-disciplines for CDBD 

Round 2.2 Santa Fe/ I45 Water Loop Project, presented by CDBG Coordinator. 
 

f. Consideration for authorization for the County Judge to sign Memorandum of 
Understanding between Galveston County and High Island Independent School 
District. 

 
g. Consideration of Budget Amendments: 

 
1. BA 13-052-0709-A 

Unlimited Tax Road Bonds, Series 2009A - Request to budget revenues 
from League City to fund Change Order No.1 - Calder Road Project. 

 
2. BA 13-053-0709-B 



 

 

Parks Department/Senior Citizens - Request for an intra-departmental 
transfer from Supplies and Materials and Contract Service to 
Departmental Supplies Non-Capitalized to purchase 300 chairs for the 
Wayne Johnson and Dickinson Community Centers. 

 
3. BA 13-054-0709-C 

Parks Department - Request to transfer budget to purchase a new ATV 
for the Bolivar Sticker Program. 

 
4. BA 13-055-0709-D 

Justice Administration - Request to transfer budget to fund a 
new position (Judicial Compliance Officer) for the fiscal year 2013.  

 
5. BA 13-056-0709-E  

Justice Court Precinct #4-Request for an intra-departmental transfer 
from Supplies and Materials to Travel and Education and Auto Mileage to 
fund expenditures for fiscal year 2013. 

 
24. Purchasing 
 

a. Consideration of execution of an engagement letter agreement retaining the 
services of Whitley Penn as outside auditors for Galveston County submitted by 
the County Purchasing Agent. 

 
b. Consideration to utilize a Cooperative or existing bid to purchase one (1) 

police vehicle for the Sheriff's Office. 
 
25. Sheriff 
 

a. Consideration of authorizing approval of an interlocal agreement between 
Galveston County and the Galveston County Sheriff’s Office and Fort Bend 
County and the Fort Bend County Sheriff’s Office for housing of Galveston 
County inmates in the event of an emergency or natural disaster submitted by 
County Legal. 

 
b. Consideration of authorizing a Mutual Aid Law Enforcement Agreement 

between the Board of Trustees of the Galveston Wharves and the County of 
Galveston submitted by County Legal. 

 
c. Consideration of authorizing a MOU between Immigration and Customs 

Enforcement and Galveston County Sheriff’s Office for the reimbursement of 
joint operations expenses from the Treasury Forfeiture Fund submitted by 
County Legal. 
 

 
d. Consideration and authorization  not to extend the current contract with ABL 



 

 

Management, Inc. for food services and current commissary contract. 
 

e. Authorization for approval to have Purchasing Agent issue RFP's for Inmate 
Food Services and Commissary Services. 

 
26. Tax Assessor-Collector 
 

a. Request for Waiver or Refund of Penalty and Interest by the Tax Assessor 
Collector: 

 
1. Name                        Account                         Year       Amount 

Jennifer Sadler         8700-0501-1080-000      2012       $ 28,677.30 
                                 9700-0001-4590-000      2012       $   9,322.46 
                                 0078-0012-0000-000      2012       $      130.62 
                                 0078-0011-0000-000      2012       $      152.64 
                                 0078-0016-0000-000      2012       $        97.56 
                                 0078-0010-0000-000      2012       $        14.52      

 
2. Anthony Barroso     3510-0045-1001-002      2012       $      266.46 

 
3. Leo & Doris Boyle  1095-0000-0248-034      2012       $      120.15 

 
4. Jack Miles                2949-0000-0019-000      2010      $       372.67 

                                 2949-0000-0019-000      2011      $       289.03 
                                 2949-0000-0019-000      2012      $         41.03 

 
5. Jason Abair              7248-1001-0004-000      2012      $       216.71 

 
b. Request for Waiver or refund of penalty and interest due to a Clerical Error 

submitted by the Tax Assessor Collector: 
 

1. Name                            Account                       Year      Waiver/Refund 
Four N Group, Inc.       3505-0350-0000-000    2011       $ 2, 772.29 

 
2. Nancy R. Stout Estate  2818-0009-0004-000    2012        $     721.63 

 
Adjourn 
 
WORKSHOP AGENDA 
 
1. Discuss amending the current Galveston County Dune Protection and Beach Access 

Plan. 
 
2. Discuss program management of property acquired by Galveston County through the 

buyout program. 
 



 

 

3. Budget follow-up and discussion. 
 
 

Appearances before Commissioners Court  
 

A speaker whose subject matter as submitted relates to an identifiable item of business on this agenda 
will be requested by the County Judge or other presiding court members to come to the podium 
where they will be limited to three minutes (3). A speaker whose subject matter as submitted does 
not relate to an identifiable item of business on this agenda will be limited to three minutes (3) and 
will be allowed to speak before the meeting is adjourned. Please arrive prior to the meeting and sign 
in with the County Clerk.  

*** 
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AGENDA ITEM #4.



 On this the 25th day of June, 2013, the Commissioners' Court of Galveston County, Texas convened in a regularly scheduled 
meeting with the following members thereof present: 
 

 Mark A. Henry, County Judge;    
 Ryan Dennard, Commissioner, Precinct 1;    
 Kevin D. O’Brien, Commissioner, Precinct 2; 
 Stephen D. Holmes, Commissioner, Precinct 3; 
 Kenneth Clark, Commissioner, Precinct 4; and 
            Dwight D. Sullivan, County Clerk          
 

when the following proceedings, among others, were had, to-wit: 
 

 Whereas, one of Galveston County’s longest tenured and most dedicated servants, Harvey Bazaman, will be leaving the 
employ of the County in July 2013 to begin a well deserved retirement.  The Commissioners Court wishes to take this opportunity to 
commemorate the many accomplishments and successes Harvey has enjoyed over the years and publicly acknowledge the benefits he 
has created for the taxpayers of this County, and 
 

 Whereas, Harvey was born on the Island in 1949.  His father, Sam Bazaman, introduced Harvey to the virtues of hard work 
at an early age by employing him at West End Cycle, a Galveston institution that endures today under the stewardship of Harvey’s 
brother Brian.  Harvey temporarily left the Island to obtain his education at the University of Texas in Austin where he obtained both 
his Bachelors and Juris Doctor Degrees.  In 1973 at the tender age of twenty four, Harvey obtained his law license and began the 
practice of law with the firm of Markwell, Stubbs, Decker, Dalehite & Youngblood in Galveston.  He then joined the County in 
December 1977 when Judge Ray Holbrook began what is presently called the Galveston County Legal Department under the 
leadership of William Decker.  After William Decker stepped down, Harvey became the head of the Legal Department in 1985 and 
guided the County in that capacity until 2013, and 
 

 Whereas, Harvey’s efforts and countless successes have greatly benefitted the businesses and citizens of Galveston 
County.  His condemnation and acquisition of real estate made possible numerous road projects, including Harborside Drive in the 
City of Galveston, SH 3, SH 96, FM 270, FM 517, FM 528, FM 1764, FM 2094 and FM 2351, which in turn have resulted in the 
economic growth of the County and have greatly benefitted the citizens of this County in their travels; and 
 

 Whereas, Harvey’s ability to take decisive action was evidenced early in his career when a powerless fishing trawler was 
driven against the San Luis Pass during a storm; Harvey’s direction at the scene to have the vessel sunk saved the structure of the 
bridge from certain destruction; and  
 

 Whereas, Harvey’s steadfast and solid legal advice has been relied on by three County Judges, nineteen County 
Commissioners, five County Clerks, five County Sheriffs, three County Treasurers, three County Tax Assessor Collectors, as well 
as numerous other elected and appointed County officials.  Harvey always gave his best legal opinion for officials without regard 
to the popularity of his advice or for any purpose other than advancing the best interest of the County.  His skill in negotiation on 
behalf of the Commissioners Court have literally brought millions of dollars into the County Treasury in various transactions and 
he has always obtained the greatest return for the County with his contract skills; and 
 

 Whereas, after thirty five years of dedicated public service, Harvey has expressed his desire to pause and enjoy the fruits 
of his labors, explore the lifestyle befitting a Tennessee squire, and participate in whatever activities may suit him in any given 
moment.  Few have earned and are so deserving of a happy retirement as is Harvey and the Commissioners’ Court of Galveston 
County desires to express its appreciation to Harvey Bazaman for his long and faithful service and devotion to the County.  The 
quality of his work, and the manner in which he carried it out, have set a standard of excellence which will be emulated for years to 
come.  Harvey will be sorely missed and forever cherished by the members of the Commissioners’ Court and by the many officials, 
employees and citizens of Galveston County. 
 

 Now, Therefore Be it Resolved, that the Commissioners' Court of Galveston County issues this Resolution of 
Appreciation to Harvey Bazaman, thanking him for his many years of dedicated and unselfish labors on behalf of the elected and 
appointed officials as well as the citizens of Galveston County, and wishing him happiness and good health for many years to come. 
 

 Upon Motion Duly Made and Seconded, the above Resolution was unanimously passed on this 25th day of June 2013. 
 

Attest:     By:  County of Galveston, Texas 
 
____________________________________               ____________________________________ 
Dwight D. Sullivan, County Clerk     Mark A. Henry, County Judge 
 
 
____________________________________     ____________________________________ 
Ryan Dennard, Comm., Pct. #1     Kevin D. O’Brien, Comm., Pct. #2 
 
 
____________________________________        ____________________________________ 
Stephen D. Holmes, Comm., Pct. #3     Kenneth Clark, Comm., Pct. #4 
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722 Moody 6th Floor  Galveston, Texas 77550 (409) 770-5330 

 
Change Order to the Agreement Between Galveston County and the Trade Contractor 

 
 01 

 
Project: ................................................................................................ Mid County Annex 
Proposal Number: .......................................................................................................... B131016 
PO Number: ................................................................................................................... C307103 
Date:  ............................................................................................................. July 3, 2013 
 
Trade Contractor: Landscape Art, Inc. 
   2303 Dickinson Avenue  
   League City, Tx 77573 
Attn:   J. H. Williams, Vice President 
 
 
Article 8 of the Agreement between Galveston County and Trade Contractor provides a method of authorizing 
changes in the work within the general scope of the agreement. 
 
The Trade Contractor is ordered in writing, without invalidating this Agreement, to make changes in the 
work within the general scope of this Agreement. These changes may consist of additions, deletions, or 
other revisions and are more fully described below. The contract sum and the contract time will be 
adjusted by mutual acceptance of the lump sum properly itemized and supported by sufficient 
substantiating data below and agreed upon by Galveston County, the Construction Manager, and the 
Trade Contractor 
 

 
Description of Work:  
 
1. One hundred one foot of unexpected boring for pipe and control sleeves required to 

equalize water pressures ......................................................................... Cost......  $2,424.00 
 

This item provides a 4" dia. sleeved pathway under concrete walkways and pavement for water and 
control lines necessary for an effective operation of the sprinkler system. The original sleeves were 
installed based upon assumptions that did not include equal pressures for the end zones. These 
additional sleeves help correct and provide a more effective and efficient sprinkler system. The sprinkler 
system is necessary to establish the new planting and assist in the long term maintenance.  

 
            Total ................................................................................................................. $2,424.00 
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Original Contract Sum  ................................................................................................................ $143,782.98 
Authorized Changes Prior to this Change Order ................................................................................... $0.00 
Contract Sum Prior to this Change Order ................................................................................... $143,782.98 
Contract Sum will be increased by this Change Order .................................................................. $2,424.00 
Contract Sum  ............................................................................................................................. $146,206.98 
 
 
  
Architect ........................................................................................................................................... July 3, 2013  
J. Dudley Anderson 
 
  
Trade Contractor  ..........................................................................................................................................July 3, 2013   
Carmelo Orellana, Operation Manager 
 
 
  
Galveston County ...................................................................................................................................DATE  
Mark Henry, County Judge 
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State of Texas     § 

      § 

County of Galveston    § 

 

ORDER PROHIBITING OUTDOOR BURNING IN ALL 

UNINCORPORATED AREAS OF GALVESTON COUNTY, TEXAS 

(OUTDOOR BURN BAN) 

 

On this, the 9
th

 day of July, 2013 the Commissioners’ Court of Galveston County, Texas 

convened in a Regularly Scheduled Meeting with the following members present: 

 

Mark Henry, County Judge; 

Ryan Dennard, Commissioner, Precinct. No. 1; 

Kevin O’Brien, Commissioner, Precinct No. 2; 

Stephen D. Holmes, Commissioner, Precinct No. 3; 

Kenneth Clark, Commissioner, Precinct No. 4; and 

Dwight D. Sullivan, County Clerk 

 

when the following proceedings, among others, were had, to-wit: 

 

Whereas, pursuant to Section 352.081 of the Local Government Code, the 

Commissioners’ Court by order may prohibit or restrict outdoor burning in all or part of the 

unincorporated area of Galveston County, Texas;  

 

Whereas, in accordance with Section 352.081(c) of the Local Government Code, the 

Commissioners’ Court is authorized to prohibit or restrict outdoor burning if the Texas Forest 

Service has determined that drought conditions exist in Galveston County or upon finding that 

circumstances present in all or part of the unincorporated area of Galveston County create a 

public safety hazard that would be exacerbated by outdoor burning; 

 

Whereas, the Keetch-Byram Drought Index (KBDI) as of July 2, 2013 lists Galveston 

County at 557 and the KBDI is expected to increase and the Texas Forest Services has 

determined that drought conditions exist in Galveston County; 

 

Whereas, as of July 2, 2013, Galveston County is over six (6) inches below normal in 

precipitation for the last two months and this below normal precipitation is expected to continue;   

 

Whereas, there is an abundance of tall cured grass and other vegetation within the 

unincorporated areas of Galveston County; 

 

Whereas, commercial and/or residential areas are adjacent to or in close proximity to 

areas with tall cured grass and vegetation;  

 

Whereas, the Fuel Dryness map published by the Texas Forest Service and the Spatial 

Sciences Laboratory, Texas A&M AgriLIFE Research, shows Galveston County as critically dry 

as of July 2, 2013 and such conditions are expected to continue; 
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Whereas, there have been recent grass fires in the unincorporated areas of Galveston 

County;   

 

Whereas, the San Leon Volunteer Fire Department, Bacliff Volunteer Fire Department, 

High Island Volunteer Fire Department, and Port Bolivar Volunteer Fire Department have  

requested the issuance of a burn ban due to the critically dry circumstances and abundance of 

cured vegetation, which has created a public safety hazard that is exacerbated by outdoor 

burning; 

 

Whereas, the Commissioners’ Court FINDS that circumstances are present in all 

unincorporated areas of Galveston County, Texas, that create a public safety hazard that would 

be exacerbated by outdoor burning; and 

 

Whereas, in accordance with Section 352.081(e)(2) of the Local Government Code, this 

Order may be lifted prior to ninety (90) days if a determination is made by the Commissioners 

Court or by the County Judge, if the County Judge has been designated for that purpose, that the 

circumstances creating a public safety hazard that would be exacerbated by outdoor burning no 

longer exist.  

 

Now, Therefore, it is hereby ORDERED, by the Commissioners’ Court of Galveston 

County, Texas, that: 

 

1.) In accordance with the authority of Section 352.081 of the Local Government 

Code, outdoor burning in all unincorporated areas of Galveston County is hereby 

PROHIBITED; 

 

2.) This Order shall take effect immediately on and from its issuance and remain in 

effect continuously thereafter for a period of ninety (90) days after this date of adoption, 

which such date of adoption is July 9, 2013, unless a subsequent order lifting this Order is 

earlier issued; 

 

3.) In accordance with Local Government Code Section 352.081(e)(2), the 

Commissioners Court hereby designates authority to the County Judge to make a 

determination on whether the circumstances creating a public safety hazard that would be 

exacerbated by outdoor burning no longer exist.  As such, a subsequent order lifting this 

outdoor burn ban may be issued by the Commissioners Court or by the County Judge, 

who is designated herein for that purpose; 

 

4.) In accordance with Section 352.081(f) of the Local Government Code, this Order 

shall not apply to outdoor burning activities:  a.) related to public health and safety that 

are authorized by the Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission or the Texas 

Commission on Environmental Quality, as applicable, for:  firefighter training; public 

utility, natural gas pipeline, or mining operations; or planting or harvesting of agricultural 

crops; or b.) that are conducted by a prescribed burn manager certified under Section 

153.048, Natural Resources Code, and meet the standards of Section 153.047, Natural 

Resources Code;   

 



Outdoor Burn Ban 

Page 3 of 3 

5.) In accordance with Section 352.081(h) of the Local Government Code and 

Section 12.23 of the Penal Code, a person commits an offense if the person knowingly or 

intentionally violates this Order; an offense under this Order is a Class C misdemeanor, 

punishable by a fine not to exceed $500.00; and 

 

6.) The County Judge of Galveston County, Texas is authorized to execute this Order 

on behalf of the Commissioners’ Court of Galveston County, Texas. 

 

Be it FURTHER ORDERED, that the County Clerk is ORDERED to transmit 

forthwith a copy of this Order to the Sheriff, Constables, and Criminal District Attorney of 

Galveston County for enforcement purposes. 

 

Upon Motion Duly Made and Seconded, the above Order is hereby ADOPTED, on 

this, the 9
th

 day of July, 2013. 

 

COUNTY OF GALVESTON, TEXAS, By: 

 

 

        

Mark Henry, 

County Judge 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

        

Dwight D. Sullivan,   

County Clerk 
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June 3, 2013  

To the Honorable Mark Henry, County Judge  
 And Members of the Commissioners Court 

Galveston County, Texas  

We are pleased to confirm our understanding of the services we are to provide Galveston County, Texas (“the 
County”) for the year ended September 30, 2013. We will audit the financial statements of the governmental 
activities, the aggregate discretely presented component units, each major fund, and the aggregate remaining 
fund information, which collectively comprise the basic financial statements, of the County as of and for the year 
ended September 30, 2013. Accounting standards generally accepted in the United States of America provide for 
certain required supplementary information (RSI), such as management’s discussion and analysis (MD&A), to 
supplement the County’s basic financial statements. Such information, although not a part of the basic financial 
statements, is required by the Governmental Accounting Standards Board who considers it to be an essential part 
of financial reporting for placing the basic financial statements in an appropriate operational, economic, or 
historical context. As part of our engagement, we will apply certain limited procedures to the County’s RSI in 
accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America. These limited procedures 
will consist of inquiries of Galveston County’s Management (the “management”) regarding the methods of 
preparing the information and comparing the information for consistency with management’s responses to our 
inquiries, the basic financial statements, and other knowledge we obtained during our audit of the basic financial 
statements. We will not express an opinion or provide any assurance on the information because the limited 
procedures do not provide us with sufficient evidence to express an opinion or provide any assurance. The 
following RSI is required by generally accepted accounting principles and will be subjected to certain limited 
procedures, but will not be audited:  

1) Management’s Discussion and Analysis. 

2) Schedule of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balances – Budget and Actual – General Fund. 

3) Notes to the Required Supplementary Information (“RSI”). 

4) Schedule of Funding Progress – Retirement Plan for the Employees of Galveston County, Texas. 

5) Schedule of Employer Contributions – Retirement Plan for the Employees of Galveston County, Texas. 

6) Schedule of Funding Progress – Other Post-Employment Benefits Plan for the Employees of Galveston 
County, Texas. 

7) Other RSI schedules as are required from time to time (e.g., Schedules of Revenues, Expenditures, and 
Changes in Fund Balances – Budget and Actual for major Special Revenue Funds). 

We have also been engaged to report on supplementary information other than RSI that accompanies the 
County’s financial statements. We will subject the following supplementary information to the auditing procedures 
applied in our audit of the financial statements and certain additional procedures, including comparing and 
reconciling such information directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the financial 
statements or to the financial statements themselves, and other additional procedures in accordance with auditing 
standards generally accepted in the United States of America and will provide an opinion on it in relation to the 
financial statements as a whole:  

1) Schedule of expenditures of Federal and State awards.  

2) Combined, Combining, and Individual Fund Statements and Schedules.  



The following other information accompanying the financial statements will not be subjected to the auditing 
procedures applied in our audit of the financial statements, and our auditor’s report will not provide an opinion or 
any assurance on that other information.  

1) Introductory Section.  

2) Statistical Section.  
 
Audit Objectives  
The objective of our audit is the expression of opinions as to whether your basic financial statements are fairly 
presented, in all material respects, in conformity with U.S. generally accepted accounting principles and to report 
on the fairness of the supplementary information referred to in the second paragraph when considered in relation 
to the financial statements as a whole. The objective also includes reporting on—  

• Internal control related to the financial statements and compliance with the provisions of laws, regulations, 
contracts, and grant agreements, noncompliance with which could have a material effect on the financial 
statements in accordance with Government Auditing Standards.  
• Internal control related to major programs and an opinion (or disclaimer of opinion) on compliance with 
laws, regulations, and the provisions of contracts or grant agreements that could have a direct and material effect 
on each major program in accordance with the Single Audit Act Amendments of 1996 and OMB Circular A-133, 
Audits of States, Local Governments, and Non-Profit Organizations and State of Texas Uniform Grant 
Management Standards Chapter IV, Texas State Single Audit Circular (“UGMS”).  
 
The reports on internal control and compliance will each include a statement that the report is intended solely for 
the information and use of management, the body or individuals charged with governance, others within the entity 
specific legislative or regulatory bodies, federal awarding agencies, and if applicable, pass-through entities and is 
not intended to be and should not be used by anyone other than these specified parties.  

Our audit will be conducted in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of 
America; the standards for financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the 
Comptroller General of the United States; the Single Audit Act Amendments of 1996; the provisions of OMB 
Circular A-133; and UGMS and will include tests of accounting records, a determination of major program(s) in 
accordance with OMB Circular A-133, and UGMS, and other procedures we consider necessary to enable us to 
express such opinions and to render the required reports. If our opinions on the financial statements or the Single 
Audit compliance opinions are other than unqualified, we will discuss the reasons with you in advance. If, for any 
reason, we are unable to complete the audit or are unable to form or have not formed opinions, we may decline to 
express opinions or to issue a report as a result of this engagement.  

Management Responsibilities  

Management is responsible for the basic financial statements and all accompanying information as well as all 
representations contained therein. Management is also responsible for identifying government award programs 
and understanding and complying with the compliance requirements, and for preparation of the schedule of 
expenditures of federal awards in accordance with the requirements of OMB Circular A-133 and UGMS. As part 
of the audit, we will assist with preparation of your financial statements, schedule of expenditures of federal and 
state awards, and related notes. You are responsible for making all management decisions and performing all 
management functions relating to the financial statements, schedule of expenditures of federal and state awards, 
and related notes and for accepting full responsibility for such decisions. You will be required to acknowledge in 
the written representation letter our assistance with preparation of the financial statements and schedule of 
expenditures of federal and state awards and that you have reviewed and approved the financial statements, 
schedule of expenditures of federal awards and state awards, and related notes prior to their issuance and have 
accepted responsibility for them. Further, you are required to designate an individual with suitable skill, 
knowledge, or experience to oversee any non-audit services we provide and for evaluating the adequacy and 
results of those services and accepting responsibility for them.  
 



Management is responsible for establishing and maintaining effective internal controls, including internal controls 
over compliance, and for evaluating and monitoring ongoing activities, to help ensure that appropriate goals and 
objectives are met and that there is reasonable assurance that government programs are administered in 
compliance with compliance requirements. You are also responsible for the selection and application of 
accounting principles; for the fair presentation in the financial statements of the respective financial position of the 
governmental activities, the aggregate discretely presented component units, each major fund, and the aggregate 
remaining fund information of the County and the respective changes in financial position and, where applicable, 
cash flows in conformity with U.S. generally accepted accounting principles; and for compliance with applicable 
laws and regulations and the provisions of contracts and grant agreements.  

Management is also responsible for making all financial records and related information available to us and for 
ensuring that management is reliable and financial information is reliable and properly recorded. You are also 
responsible for providing us with (1) access to all information of which you are aware that is relevant to the 
preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements, (2) additional information that we may request for the 
purpose of the audit, and (3) unrestricted access to persons within the government from whom we determine it 
necessary to obtain audit evidence.  

Your responsibilities also include identifying significant vendor relationships in which the vendor has responsibility 
for program compliance and for the accuracy and completeness of that information. Your responsibilities include 
adjusting the financial statements to correct material misstatements and confirming to us in the written 
representation letter that the effects of any uncorrected misstatements aggregated by us during the current 
engagement and pertaining to the latest period presented are immaterial, both individually and in the aggregate, 
to the financial statements taken as a whole.  

You are responsible for the design and implementation of programs and controls to prevent and detect fraud, and 
for informing us about all known or suspected fraud or illegal acts affecting the government involving (1) 
management, (2) employees who have significant roles in internal control, and (3) others where the fraud or illegal 
acts could have a material effect on the financial statements. Your responsibilities include informing us of your 
knowledge of any allegations of fraud or suspected fraud affecting the government received in communications 
from employees, former employees, grantors, regulators, or others. In addition, you are responsible for identifying 
and ensuring that the entity complies with applicable laws, regulations, contracts, agreements, and grants. 
Additionally, as required by OMB Circular A-133 and UGMS, it is management’s responsibility to follow up and 
take corrective action on reported audit findings and to prepare a summary schedule of prior audit findings and a 
corrective action plan. The summary schedule of prior audit findings should be available for our review during 
interim fieldwork.  

You are responsible for preparation of the schedule of expenditures of federal and state awards in conformity with 
OMB Circular A-133 and UGMS. You agree to include our report on the schedule of expenditures of federal and 
state awards in any document that contains and indicates that we have reported on the schedule of expenditures 
of federal and state awards. You also agree to include the audited financial statements with any presentation of 
the schedule of expenditures of federal and state awards that include our report thereon. Your responsibilities 
include acknowledging to us in the written representation letter that (1) you are responsible for presentation of the 
schedule of expenditures of federal and state awards in accordance with OMB Circular A-133 and UGMS; (2) that 
you believe the schedule of expenditures of federal and state awards, including its form and content, is fairly 
presented in accordance with OMB Circular A-133 and UGMS; (3) that the methods of measurement or 
presentation have not changed from those used in the prior period (or, if they have changed, the reasons for such 
changes); and (4) you have disclosed to us any significant assumptions or interpretations underlying the 
measurement or presentation of the supplementary information.  
 
You are also responsible for the preparation of the other supplementary information, which we have been 
engaged to report on, in conformity with U.S. generally accepted accounting principles. You agree to include our 
report on the supplementary information in any document that contains and indicates that we have reported on 
the supplementary information. You also agree to include the audited financial statements with any presentation 
of the supplementary information that includes our report thereon. Your responsibilities include acknowledging to 
us in the written representation letter that (1) you are responsible for presentation of the supplementary 
information in accordance with GAAP; (2) that you believe the supplementary information, including its form and 
content, is fairly presented in accordance with GAAP; (3) that the methods of measurement or presentation have 



not changed from those used in the prior period (or, if they have changed, the reasons for such changes); and (4) 
you have disclosed to us any significant assumptions or interpretations underlying the measurement or 
presentation of the supplementary information.  

Management is responsible for establishing and maintaining a process for tracking the status of audit findings and 
recommendations. Management is also responsible for identifying for us previous financial audits, attestation 
engagements, performance audits, or other studies related to the objectives discussed in the Audit Objectives 
section of this letter. This responsibility includes relaying to us corrective actions taken to address significant 
findings and recommendations resulting from those audits, attestation engagements, performance audits, or 
studies. You are also responsible for providing management’s views on our current findings, conclusions, and 
recommendations, as well as your planned corrective actions, for the report, and for the timing and format for 
providing that information.  

 
Audit Procedures—General  
An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial 
statements; therefore, our audit will involve judgment about the number of transactions to be examined and the 
areas to be tested. An audit also includes evaluating the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the 
reasonableness of significant accounting estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall 
presentation of the financial statements. We will plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable rather than 
absolute assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement, whether from (1) 
errors, (2) fraudulent financial reporting, (3) misappropriation of assets, or (4) violations of laws or governmental 
regulations that are attributable to the entity or to acts by management or employees acting on behalf of the 
entity. Because the determination of abuse is subjective, Government Auditing Standards do not expect auditors 
to provide reasonable assurance of detecting abuse.  

Because of the inherent limitations of an audit, combined with the inherent limitations of internal control, and 
because we will not perform a detailed examination of all transactions, there is a risk that material misstatements 
or noncompliance may exist and not be detected by us, even though the audit is properly planned and performed 
in accordance with U.S. generally accepted auditing standards and Government Auditing Standards. In addition, 
an audit is not designed to detect immaterial misstatements or violations of laws or governmental regulations that 
do not have a direct and material effect on the financial statements or major programs. However, we will inform 
the appropriate level of management as designated by you upon our request of any material errors or any 
fraudulent financial reporting or misappropriation of assets that come to our attention. We will also inform the 
appropriate level of management as designated by you upon our request of any violations of laws or 
governmental regulations that come to our attention, unless clearly inconsequential, and of any material abuse 
that comes to our attention. We will include such matters in the reports required for a Single Audit. Our 
responsibility as auditors is limited to the period covered by our audit and does not extend to any later periods for 
which we are not engaged as auditors 
 
Our procedures will include tests of documentary evidence supporting the transactions recorded in the accounts, 
and may include tests of the physical existence of inventories, and direct confirmation of receivables and certain 
other assets and liabilities by correspondence with selected individuals, funding sources, creditors, and financial 
institutions. We will request written representations from your attorneys as part of the engagement, and they may 
bill you for responding to this inquiry. At the conclusion of our audit, we will require certain written representations 
from you about the financial statements and related matters.  

 
Audit Procedures—Internal Controls  
Our audit will include obtaining an understanding of the entity and its environment, including internal control, 
sufficient to assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements and to design the nature, timing, 
and extent of further audit procedures. Tests of controls may be performed to test the effectiveness of certain 
controls that we consider relevant to preventing and detecting errors and fraud that are material to the financial 
statements and to preventing and detecting misstatements resulting from illegal acts and other noncompliance 
matters that have a direct and material effect on the financial statements. Our tests, if performed, will be less in 
scope than would be necessary to render an opinion on internal control and, accordingly, no opinion will be 



expressed in our report on internal control issued pursuant to Government Auditing Standards.  

As required by OMB Circular A-133 and UGMS, we will perform tests of controls over compliance to evaluate the 
effectiveness of the design and operation of controls that we consider relevant to preventing or detecting material 
noncompliance with compliance requirements applicable to each major federal award program. However, our 
tests will be less in scope than would be necessary to render an opinion on those controls and, accordingly, no 
opinion will be expressed in our report on internal control issued pursuant to OMB Circular A-133 and UGMS.  

An audit is not designed to provide assurance on internal control or to identify significant deficiencies or material 
weaknesses. However, during the audit, we will communicate to management as designated by you and those 
charged with governance internal control related matters that are required to be communicated under AICPA 
professional standards, Government Auditing Standards, OMB Circular A-133 and UGMS. Upon your request, we 
will also provide recommendations for improvements to internal controls in other areas noted during the course of 
our audit. 

Audit Procedures—Compliance  

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material 
misstatement, we will perform tests of the County’s compliance with provisions of applicable laws, regulations, 
contracts, and agreements, including grant agreements. However, the objective of those procedures will not be to 
provide an opinion on overall compliance and we will not express such an opinion in our report on compliance 
issued pursuant to Government Auditing Standards.  

OMB Circular A-133 and UGMS requires that we also plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance 
about whether the County has complied with applicable laws and regulations and the provisions of contracts and 
grant agreements applicable to major programs. Our procedures will consist of tests of transactions and other 
applicable procedures described in the OMB Circular A-133 Compliance Supplement and UGMS for the types of 
compliance requirements that could have a direct and material effect on each of the County’s major programs. 
The purpose of these procedures will be to express an opinion on the County’s compliance with requirements 
applicable to each of its major programs in our report on compliance issued pursuant to OMB Circular A-133 and 
UGMS.  

Engagement Administration, Fees, and Other  

You may request that we perform additional services not addressed in this engagement letter. If this occurs, we 
will communicate with you regarding the scope of the additional services and the estimated fees. We may also 
issue a separate engagement letter covering the additional services. In the absence of any other written 
communications from us documenting such additional services, our services will continue to be governed by the 
terms of this engagement letter.  
 
We may from time to time, and depending on the circumstances, use third-party service providers in serving your 
account. We may share confidential information about you with these service providers, but remain committed to 
maintaining the confidentiality and security of your information. Accordingly, we maintain internal policies, 
procedures, and safeguards to protect the confidentiality of your personal information. In addition, we will secure 
confidentiality agreements with all service providers to maintain the confidentiality of your information and we will 
take reasonable precautions to determine that they have appropriate procedures in place to prevent the 
unauthorized release of your confidential information to others. In the event that we are unable to secure an 
appropriate confidentiality agreement, you will be asked to provide your consent prior to the sharing of your 
confidential information with the third-party service provider. Furthermore, we will remain responsible for the work 
provided by any such third-party service providers.  

We understand that your employees will prepare all cash, accounts receivable, or other confirmations we request 
and will locate any documents selected by us for testing.  

At the conclusion of the engagement, we will complete the appropriate sections of the Data Collection Form that 
summarizes our audit findings. It is management’s responsibility to submit the reporting package (including 
financial statements, schedule of expenditures of federal awards, summary schedule of prior audit findings, 
auditors’ reports, and corrective action plan) along with the Data Collection Form to the federal audit 
clearinghouse. We will coordinate with you the electronic submission and certification. If applicable, we will 
provide copies of our report for you to include with the reporting package you will submit to pass-through entities. 



The Data Collection Form and the reporting package must be submitted within the earlier of 30 days after receipt 
of the auditors’ reports or nine months after the end of the audit period, unless a longer period is agreed to in 
advance by the cognizant or oversight agency for audits.  

The audit documentation for this engagement is the property of Whitley Penn, LLP and constitutes confidential 
information. However, pursuant to authority given by law or regulation, we may be requested to make certain 
audit documentation available to a state or federal agency providing direct or indirect funding, or the U.S. 
Government Accountability Office or the State Comptroller for purposes of a quality review of the audit, to resolve 
audit findings, or to carry out oversight responsibilities. We will notify you of any such request. If requested, 
access to such audit documentation will be provided under the supervision of Whitley Penn, LLP personnel. 
Furthermore, upon request, we may provide copies of selected audit documentation to the aforementioned 
parties. These parties may intend, or decide, to distribute the copies or information contained therein to others, 
including other governmental agencies.  

Notwithstanding the foregoing paragraph, the Parties agree that the County is a governmental body for purposes of 
the Public Information Act, codified as Chapter 552 of the Texas Government Code and as such is required to release 
information in accordance with the Public Information Act.  WhitleyPenn agrees that it has clearly marked any 
information that it considers to be confidential, proprietary, and/or a trade secret.  County agrees to provide notice to 
WhitleyPenn in the event the County receives a request for information under the Public Information Act for 
information that WhitleyPenn has marked as confidential, proprietary, and/or trade secret. 
 
The audit documentation for this engagement will be retained for a minimum of five years after the report release 
or for any additional period requested by the funding agencies. If we are aware that a federal awarding agency, 
pass-through entity, or auditee is contesting an audit finding, we will contact the party(ies) contesting the audit 
finding for guidance prior to destroying the audit documentation.  

We expect to begin our audit on approximately August 1, 2013 and to issue our reports no later than March 31, 
2014. Tom Pedersen is the engagement partner and is responsible for supervising the engagement and signing 
the reports or authorizing another individual to sign them. Our fee for these services will be at our standard hourly 
rates plus out-of-pocket costs (such as report reproduction, word processing, postage, travel, copies, telephone, 
etc.) except that we agree that our base fee, including expenses, will not exceed $99,700. This fee was 
determined using the attached Cost Reduction Analysis schedule.  Our standard hourly rates vary according to 
the degree of responsibility involved and the experience level of the personnel assigned to your audit. Our 
invoices for these fees will be rendered each month as work progresses and are payable on presentation. In 
accordance with our firm policies, work may be suspended if, unless as otherwise permitted under the terms and 
provisions of the Texas Prompt Payment Act,  your account becomes 30 days or more overdue and may not be 
resumed until your account is paid in full. If we elect to terminate our services for nonpayment, our engagement 
will be deemed to have been completed upon our written notification of termination, even if we have not  
completed our report. You will be obligated to compensate us for all time expended and to reimburse us for all 
out-of-pocket costs through the date of termination. The above fee is based on anticipated cooperation from your 
personnel and the assumption that unexpected circumstances will not be   
encountered during the audit. If significant additional time is necessary, we will discuss it with you and arrive at a 
new fee estimate before we incur the additional costs. Otherwise we will not terminate our services prior to 
completion of our final report. 

Should you desire, we are also willing to provide the same services as set forth herein on a year to year basis for 
an additional three (3) years commencing on approximately August 1,of each such year and issuing our reports 
no later than March 31, of the following year at the following rates: 
 
Fiscal year 2014 $102,200 
Fiscal year 2015 $104,800; and 
Fiscal year 2016 $107, 900 
 
We will contact you by no later than May 31st of each such future year to determine whether you wish for us to 
continue providing the services called for herein for  such year. 
 



We would like to make the following comments regarding fee estimates:  

• Our base fee estimate includes testing three major federal programs and one major state program.  Our 
fee for testing any additional major programs will not exceed $5,800 for each major program required to be tested.  
• The County’s personnel are responsible for the preparation of the items in the “PBC listing” and received 
by the date requested. Any delays caused by not preparing the items when requested may result in additional 
fees, as well as the possibility of postponing our fieldwork. The “PBC listing” will be provided to you during the 
planning process of the engagement.  
• Our fee estimates have not considered the effects of any changes to auditing standards and accounting 
principles, which may promulgated by the AICPA, Congress or any other regulatory body in the future and are 
unknown to us at this time.  If significant additional time is necessary resulting in increased fees, we will endeavor 
to notify you of any such circumstances as they are assessed.  
• Time incurred for audit adjustments identified during our audit and the related additional testing required 
has not been considered in our fee estimates. Prior to performing any additional testing, we will notify you of the 
expectations and obtain approval for any additional fees which may be incurred.  
 
Government Auditing Standards require that we provide you with a copy of our most recent external peer review 
report and any letter of comment, and any subsequent peer review reports and letters of comment received 
during the period of the contract. Our 2012 peer review report and letter of comment accompanies this letter.  

We appreciate the opportunity to be of service to the County and believe this letter accurately summarizes the 
significant terms of our engagement. If you have any questions, please let us know. If you agree with the terms of 
our engagement as described in this letter, please sign the enclosed copy and return it to us.  

Very truly yours, 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Whitley Penn, LLP  
 

RESPONSE: This letter correctly sets forth the understanding of Galveston County, Texas.  

By:   
 
 
Title:  
 
  
Date:   
 

 





County of Galveston
Cost Reduction Analysis
June 3, 2013

Fee Option Fee Balance
Original Proposed fee including out-of-pocket expenses 115,000$                   115,000$       

Less:  Change base fee to include only three major federal programs and one major state 
program. (5,800)                       109,200$       

Cost Reduction Strategies:
Assistance from County Auditor's Office (Test of controls 24 hours) (3,000)                       106,200         
Additional savings to be achieved by scheduling the audit so that the final trial balance and 
schedule of expenditures of federal and state awards are received by the end of the first week 
of fieldwork. (2,250)                       103,950         
Additional reduction ( 4 percent) (4,250)                       99,700           

Reduced Base Fee 99,700$         

Additional fee for each major program required to be tested in excess of the four major 
programs included as part of the base fee 5,800$           

Fiscal Year Base Fee
September 30, 2013 99,700$         
September 30, 2014 102,200$       
September 30, 2015 104,800$       
September 30, 2016 107,900$       
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	AGENDA
	Call to Order
	Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance
	Consent Agenda
	1. Submitted by Auditor's Office:
	a. Approval of Accounts Payable Checks dated 7/2/13 and 7/9/13.
	b. Order for Payroll period ending 7/3/13 Bi-Weekly #14.
	c. Order for Supplemental Payroll period ending 7/3/13 Bi-Weekly #14.
	d. Condensed Condition of Funds Statement period ending 4/30/13.
	[Condensed report for april.PDF]

	e. Internal Audit Report of the cash count of the Tax Offices in Texas City, Santa Fe, and Galveston branch locations.
	[I.A. report cash count.PDF]

	f. Consideration for approval of the IDEA license maintenance agreement renewal from Audimation Services, Inc.
	[Contract approval IDEA license.PDF]


	2. Receive and file Summary of Bi-Weekly Personnel Movements pay period #13, June 6 – 19, 2013 submitted by Human Resources. 
	[0907_001.pdf]

	3. Receive and file Notice pursuant to H.B. 3059, Section 366.005 of Texas-New Mexico Power Company providing utility service to Galveston County. 
	[0886_001.pdf]

	4. Receive and fileResolution honoring Harvey Bazaman for his many years of dedicated service to the County of Galveston submitted by County Legal. 
	[Harvey Bazaman Retirement Resolution.pdf]

	5. Consideration of a Resolution Recognizing July as Parks and Recreation Month submitted by County Legal on behalf of Parks and Senior Services.
	[Park and Recreation Month in July.pdf]

	6. Receive and file Oath of Office forAppointed County Auditor submitted by the County Clerk. 
	[0895_001.pdf]

	7. Receive, file, and record pursuant to Local Government Code Section 84.003(b) Judges’ action and Judges’ order appointing Paul Randall Rice as County Auditor for a term of two years commencing July 1, 2013 as submitted by Galveston County District Court Judges. 
	[0896_001.pdf]

	8. Receive and file application to dispose of oil and gas waste submitted by the Railroad Commission of Texas Oil & Gas Division. 
	[0889_001.pdf]

	9. Consideration of Approval for renewal services with Technique Data Systems in the amount of $800 for 2-Canon CR-180 submitted by the Tax Assessor Collector.
	[T.D..pdf]

	10. Consideration of adoption of the updated Texas City Hurricane Levee operation and maintenance manuals submitted by the County Engineer.
	[TC Levee Certification.pdf]

	11. Authority for the County Judge to sign a contract for election services with Galveston ISD authorizing the County to conduct their August 27, 2013 election submitted by the County Clerk.
	[Contract Election Services7-9-13.pdf]

	12. Consideration ofapproval of a contract of annual Cost AllocationRate Studies submitted by theDirector of Professional Services.
	[Indirect Cost Allocation.pdf]

	13. Consideration of authorizing the grant application to the Bureau of Justice Assistance for the Bulletproof Vest Partnership Program as submitted by the Grants Manager. 
	[0898_001.pdf]

	14. Receive and file acceptance of check from the City of Texas Cityfor excess proceeds from Resale of Tax Foreclosed Property Tax Accounts:4240-0000-0123-003 & 4240-0000-0123-004 in the amount of $11,560.26 submitted by the County Judge.
	[0887_001.pdf]

	15. Consideration of granting authority to County Judge to sign Trustee’s Deeds on the following tax foreclosed properties:
	a. CAD#: 2855-0000-0015-000
	[0902_001.pdf]

	b. CAD#: 7725-0024-0002-000
	[0904_001.pdf]
	[0905_001.pdf]

	c. CAD#: 1900-0006-0002-0001
	[0906_001.pdf]


	16. Request for Waiver or refund of penalty and interest due to a Clerical Error submitted by the Tax Assessor Collector:
	a. Hill Corp Energy Company	F010-0 01-9140-WI		2012		$907.75(W)	
Hill Corp Energy Company	T030-0001-9140-WI		2012		$23.54(W)	
Hill Corp Energy Company	T070-0001-9140-WI		2012		$20.91(W)
Hill Corp Energy Company     	T0808-0001-9140-WI		2012		$13240.70(W)    
Hill Corp Energy Company	T030-0001-9140-WI90000	2012		$43.60(W)
Hill Corp Energy Company	T030-0001-9140-WI10000	2012		$.21 (W)	              
Hill Corp Energy Company    	T030-0001-9140-WI                 	2012		$2234.79(
Hill Corp Energy Company    	T031-0001-9140-WI90000        	2012	                     $4139.58(W)
Hill Corp Energy Company    	T031-0001-9140-WI10000        	2012                                 $20.06(W)
Nortex Modular Space	          	8600-0410-5238-001                  	2012      		$934.67(W)
John & Shannon Morgan          	4464-0002-0012-000                  	2012                  	$74.84(W)      
John & Shannon Morgan    	4464-0002-0030-000	    	2012               	$499.99(W)
Melissa Walter Trust          	6233-0000-0033-000 	           	2012                   	$2352.29(W)
Brent & Becky Novelli               	4481-0001-0060-000     	2012  		$318.95(W)
Patricia Mount                            	3876-0002-0013-000                  	2012                	$455.98(W)
Harry & Karen Levy III	                     5395-0001-0006-000        	2012     		$308.14(W)
Dennis Ashworth             	5525-0000-0015-000          	2012                  	$2.58(W)
Joseph Schrodi                            	2819-0006-0007-000                 	2012                                 $152.80(W)
Storage Center LTD              	7052-0006-0013-000                 	2012                   	$4.49(W)
Storage Center LTD                   	7052-0006-0014-000                 	2012                    	$5.69(W)
Storage Center LTD                  	7052-0006-0015-000                 	2012                	$11.05(W)
David Good                        	4332-0000-0011-001      	2012                  	$1.39(W)
Daniel Schutmaat	             	5103-0001-0017-000                 	2012            	$302.81(W)
Daniel Schutmaat                     	7247-1001-0011-000                 	2012               	$170.99(W)
Daniel  Schutmaat                       	3297-0013-0207-000                 	2012            	$38.28(W)
Daniel Schutmaat                       	5911-0006-0006-000                 	2012          	                     $51.13(W)
Ajay Dhingra 		5077-0003-0025-000                 	2012                 	$142.38(W)
Ajay Dhingra                   		5077-0001-0030-000                	2012            	$141.49(W)
Cleto Hernandez                     	2310-0000-0218-000          	2012              	$104.08(W)
Gregory & Linda Hollier         	6285-0000-0105-000                	2012                  	$283.52(W)
Robert & Diana Gulledge         	0018-0072-0000-000                  	2012		$295.70(W)
Victor Gonzales	                      5960-0475-2005-001                  	2012	             	$14.43(W)	
Carleen Buchanan              	5857-0009-0008-000                  	2012		$518.84(W)

	[P.O. Box 4902-2.pdf]


	17. Consideration of requests for Tax Refunds in Excess of $2,500.00 requested by the Tax Assessor/Collector:
	a. 3204-0000-1404-000$ 3,843.67 Supplemental Adjustment 0060-0023-0000-000 $ 10,537.43Duplicate Payment2445-0006-0024-000 $ 3,105.25 Duplicate Payment3505-0429-0010-000$ 8,195.78 Over Payment3505-0564-0004-000$ 10,030.39 Duplicate Payment7142-0000-0047-000$ 10,166.28 Over PaymentH642-0000-2000-3001$ 2,679.87 Over Payment5874-0000-0003-000$ 2,627.64Supplemental Adjustment
	[1.pdf]
	[2.pdf]
	[3.pdf]



	Action Agenda
	18. Community Services
	a. Consideration of authorizing Enviromental Systems Research Institute Inc to update mapping systems for Mosquito Control spray submitted by Community Services.
	[Scan001.PDF]


	19. County Architect
	a. Consider Change Order 01 to PO C307103 - Landscape Art, Inc. that increases the Contract Sum from $143,782.98 to $146,206.98 to adjust forOne hundred one foot of unexpected boring for pipe and control sleeves requiredto equalize water pressures. 
	[Change Order 01.pdf]


	20. County Engineer
	a. Consideration of approval of Sandpiper Beach, Section 4, Phase 1 subdivision on Bolivar Peninsula.
	b. Consideration of amendment no. 1 to the engineering agreement with Dannenbaum Engineering Corporation for the Calder Road project.
	[dannenbaum.calder road.pdf]

	c. Consideration of application from Manley Builders, LLC, Bryan Dudman and wife Karen Dudman to convey portions of Lots 1 and 2, Block 2 of Stingaree Cove in Crystal Beach by metes and bounds without revising the plat.
	[manlybuilders.dudman m&b.pdf]


	21. County Legal
	a. Consideration of execution of an Interlocal Governmental Agreement with WCID No. 1 giving them the right to install a permanent diesel operated standby pump on a 14' x 14' tract of land located within Paul Hopkins Park to provide a reliable back-up power supply to an existing lift station owned by WCID No.1 also located within the same park.
	[Interlocal with WCID1.pdf]

	b. Consideration of renewal of existing lease with AARP Chapter 1591 Joe Faggard Building on Bolivar Peninsula.
	[AARP Lease Joe Faggard Bldg.pdf]

	c. Break into Executive Session.
	d. Executive Session: Texas Government Code Section 551.071, Consultation with Attorney: rendering legal advice on a matter in which the duty of the attorney to the County under the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct conflicts with the Open Meetings Act relating to the financial activities in the Galveston County Local Emergency Planning Committee.
	e. Executive Session: Texas Government Code Section 551.071, Consultation with Attorney: rendering legal advice about pending or contemplated litigation or on a matter in which the duty of the attorney to the County under the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct conflicts with the Open Meetings Act relating to continuing the functions of the Galveston County Medical Examiner’s Office.
	f. Executive Session: Texas Government Code Section 551.071, Consultation with Attorney: rendering legal advice about pending or contemplated litigation or on a matter in which the duty of the attorney to the County under the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct conflicts with the Open Meetings Act relating to implementation of the Severe Repetitive Loss (SRL) Elevation Program.
	g. Reconvene Into Regularly Scheduled Meeting.
	h. Consideration of authorizing the Galveston County Local Emergency Planning Committee (GCLEPC) to pay outstanding invoices attributable to the 2013 Houston/Galveston Hurricane Workshop and to pay any remaining balance within the checking account established by the GCLEPC to the County of Galveston, thereby closing the checking account.

	22. Emergency Management
	a. Consideration of Order Prohibiting Burning in All Unincorporated Areas of Galveston County, Texas (Outdoor Burn Ban) and authorization for County Judge to execute same.
	[Burn ban order - July 9 2013 - supporting paperwork.pdf]


	23. Professional Services
	a. Update on Round 1 and Round 2.2 presented by CDBG Project Coordinator.
	b. Consideration of approval of FEMA projects and engineers, as needed, and update presented by the Grants Manager.
	c. Consideration and discussion regarding the Severe Repetitive Loss Program.
	[0897_001.pdf]

	d. Consideration to approve selected engineers and sub-disciplines for CDBD Round 2.2 Cowart Creek Tributary Two Project, presented by CDBG Coordinator.
	e. Consideration to approve selected engineers and sub-disciplines for CDBD Round 2.2 Santa Fe/ I45 Water Loop Project, presented by CDBG Coordinator.


	f. Consideration for authorizaton for the County Judge to sign Memorandum of Understanding between Galveston County and High Island Independent School District. 
	[0885_001.pdf]

	g. Consideration of Budget Amendments:
	1. BA 13-052-0709-AUnlimited Tax Road Bonds, Series 2009A - Request to budget revenues from League City to fund Change Order No.1 - Calder Road Project.
	[BA 13-052-0709-A.pdf]

	2. BA 13-053-0709-BParks Department/Senior Citizens - Request for an intra-departmental transfer from Supplies and Materials and Contract Service to Departmental Supplies Non-Capitalized to purchase 300 chairs for the Wayne Johnson and Dickinson Community Centers.
	[BA 13-053-0709-B.pdf]

	3. BA 13-054-0709-CParks Department - Request to transfer budget to purchase a new ATV for the Bolivar Sticker Program.
	[BA 13-054-0709-C.pdf]

	4. BA 13-055-0709-DJustice Administration - Request to transfer budget tofund a newposition (Judicial Compliance Officer) for the fiscal year 2013.
	[BA 13-055-0709-D.pdf]

	5. BA 13-056-0709-E Justice Court Precinct #4-Request for an intra-departmental transfer from Supplies and Materials to Travel and Education and Auto Mileage to fund expenditures for fiscal year 2013. 
	[BA 13-056-0709-E.pdf]



	24. Purchasing
	a. Consideration of execution of an engagement letter agreement retaining the services of Whitley Penn as outside auditors for Galveston County submitted by the County Purchasing Agent.
	[WhitleyPenn 2013 Engagement Letter.pdf]

	b. Consideration to utilize a Cooperative or existing bid to purchase one (1) policevehicle for the Sheriff's Office.
	[Backup for July 9 Comm Court.pdf]


	25. Sheriff
	a. Consideration of authorizing approval of an interlocal agreement between Galveston County and the Galveston County Sheriff’s Office and Fort Bend County and the Fort Bend County Sheriff’s Office for housing of Galveston County inmates in the event of an emergency or natural disaster submitted by County Legal.
	[Interlocal for Emergency Jail Services Between Galveson & Fort Bend.pdf]

	b. Consideration of authorizing a Mutual Aid Law Enforcement Agreement between the Board of Trustees of the Galveston Wharves and the County of Galveston submitted by County Legal.
	[Mutual Aid Law Enforcement Agreement Between the Board of Trustees ofthe Galveston Wharves and the County of Galveston.pdf]

	c. Consideration of authorizing a MOU between Immigration and Customs Enforcement and Galveston County Sheriff’s Office for the reimbursement of joint operations expenses from the Treasury Forfeiture Fund submitted by County Legal.

	[MOU between ICE and Local, County, or State Law Enforcement Agency for Reimbursement of Joint Operations Expenses from the Trasury Forfeiture Fund.pdf]

	d. Consideration and authorization  not to extend the current contract with ABL Management, Inc. for food services and current commissary contract.
	e. Authorization for approval to have Purchasing Agent issue RFP's for Inmate Food Services and Commissary Services.

	26. Tax Assessor-Collector
	a. Request for Waiver or Refund of Penalty and Interest by the Tax Assessor Collector:
	1. NameAccountYear AmountJennifer Sadler8700-0501-1080-0002012 $ 28,677.309700-0001-4590-0002012 $ 9,322.460078-0012-0000-0002012$ 130.620078-0011-0000-0002012$ 152.640078-0016-0000-0002012$97.560078-0010-0000-0002012$ 14.52 
	[Sadler.pdf]
	[Sadler Letter.pdf]

	2. Anthony Barroso 3510-0045-1001-002 2012 $ 266.46
	[Barroso.pdf]
	[Barroso Letter.pdf]

	3. Leo & Doris Boyle 1095-0000-0248-034 2012 $120.15
	[Boyle.pdf]
	[Boyle Letter.pdf]

	4. Jack Miles 2949-0000-0019-000 2010 $372.67 2949-0000-0019-000 2011 $ 289.03 2949-0000-0019-000 2012$ 41.03
	[Miles.pdf]
	[Miles Letter.pdf]

	5. Jason Abair 7248-1001-0004-000 2012 $ 216.71
	[Jason Abair.PDF]


	b. Request for Waiver or refund of penalty and interest due to a Clerical Error submitted by the Tax Assessor Collector:
	1. Name AccountYearWaiver/RefundFour N Group, Inc. 3505-0350-0000-0002011$ 2, 772.29
	[Four N Group, Inc..pdf]

	2. Nancy R. Stout Estate 2818-0009-0004-000 2012 $ 721.63
	[Nancy R. Stout Estate.pdf]




	Adjourn
	WORKSHOP AGENDA
	1. Discuss amending the current Galveston County Dune Protection and Beach Access Plan.
	2. Discuss program management of property acquired by Galveston County through the buyout program.
	3. Budget follow-up and discussion. 


